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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
9 th , 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: Various 
instances of improper claim language. Applicant is reminded that once an object is 
presented, any references to that object thereafter should be preceded with "said" rather 
than "a" or "the." Applicant is encouraged to review all claims and correct where 
appropriate. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,4-13 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Heroy (US 3,669,278). Heroy discloses a shelf display apparatus for 
storing packages, comprising first and second vertical support members (vertical 
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portions at opposite ends of the top member 13), where the lower ends (15) of the 
vertical support members are spaced apart and connected to a shelf (10) in a first plane 
(Figure 1). Connected between the vertical support members is a top support member 
(upper portions of 13), oriented in a plane parallel to the first plane (top section 13 is 
parallel to the first plane of the shelf), where the top support member has a non-linear 
portion extending over the length of the top member. 

With respect to claim 4, the shape of the non-linear portions is shown to be 
curved (Figure 6). 

With respect to claim 5, a first fastening mechanism (16) connects the lower 
portion (15) of the vertical support members to the shelf (10) in the first plane. 

With respect to claim 6, the first fastening mechanism has horizontal bottom plate 
(20) juxtaposed to the shelf (1 0, Figure 3). 

With respect to claim 7, the first fastening mechanism is a U-shaped bracket 
(note the shape of cut-out in 16 as best seen in Figures 2,4 &5), that is partially 
insertable (Figures 3 & 6) through a shelf. 

With respect to claims 8 and 17 the first fastening mechanism is an engaging 
member, which has portion (25) that is inserted through a receiving area (1 1) of the 
shelf (10) configured for a display. 

. With respect to claim 9, a second fastening mechanism (16) joins the lower end 
(1 5) of the second vertical support member to the shelf (1 0). 

With respect to claim 10, the second fastening mechanism has horizontal bottom 
plate (20) juxtaposed to the shelf (10). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , the second fastening mechanism is a U-shaped bracket 
(note the shape of cut-out in 16 as best seen in Figures 2,4 &5), that is partially 
insertable (Figures 3 & 6) through a shelf. 

With respect to claims 12 and 18, the second fastening mechanism (16) is an 
engaging member, which has portion (25) that is inserted through a receiving area (11) 
of the shelf (10) configured for a display. 

With respect to claim 13, the shelf display apparatus further comprises a 
substantially solid wall (12) being adjacent to the top support member and disposed 
between the first and second vertical support members, providing additional support for 
packages on the shelf (Figure 1). Applicant should note that, wall 12 is capable of being 
arranged at any point adjacent to apparatus 13, including the position claimed in 
Applicant's claim 13. Applicant should also note that the continuous wall (12) is seen as 
solid as described by Webster's II New Riverside Dictionary in which "solid" is defined 
as, "without gaps, crevices or breaks. " 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant should also consider the shelf display apparatuses 
presented in both Radek (US 2,933,195) and Ingelson (US 2,747,959), both of which 
disclose key features of the applicant's claimed invention, including, top and vertical 
support members, fastening means, and solid walls disposed thereon. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Colleen M. Quinn whose telephone number is (571 ) 
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272-6289. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00AM-5:00PM Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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